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A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE OF LIFE ON A LIGHTSHIP

Bernie Webber, hero of the Flnest Hours, in his book “Lightships, Light
Houses and Lifeboat Statmns paints a grim picture of lightship duty with its
drawbacks and being the most dangerous duty a sailor could endure and that
it was a love-hate relationship and that any Navy sailor would have to prove
himself if he could endure its mental, physical dangers and frustrations. This
would be the ulfimate test.

| may have spent more time on a lightship than anyone else alive. This was
my life on Brenton Reef lightship at Newport R.1. and | have a different
perspective than Webber portrays. I spent 3 ' years Coast Guard duty on
board the Brenton and went through three skippers and at one time a Chief in
Charge between them.

| am from and still am in San Antonio and at one time as a teenager went to
Corpus Christi (our nearest seacoast) and was so fascinated with the
unending water view and was also privileged to go through a Coast Guard
Cutter visiting in port. | was so taken in by it all that | said when | graduate
from high school that ! want to be a part of this. So after graduztics in 125!
enlisted. My examination showed that | was color blind, but the recruiter
=2id we won't show that or I'd end up in the Navy as they were more lenient.
So 1 was sent to Cape May, N.J. boot camp via train in my own roomette to
Philadelphia then bussed to Cape May. Boot camp lasted throo monts~ £-o
which | had to learn to swim. What a surprise! | thought | would be on a
vassal; slso had to climb a forty foot rope (maybe not that high - seemed like
it though). Can’t stand heights so did it without ever looking down. | did well
at boot camp and even made Marksman even though I did get domaris S =
dirty rifle several times.

After boot camp and a short trip home | was to report to 1=t Coat Guard
District in Boston (that’s not close to Corpus Christi). After a few days at
Base Boston orders were to report to Brenton Reef Lightship {A wh=e 25
about six hours to report to Castle Hill Life Boat Station in Newport, R.I.
How couid | get to R.IL. from Mass in six hours? By taking a train to
Frondence,thenasmallhusﬁheﬁlmtlme}mtoﬂewpurt Huneuhtmaﬂy
took that long so | learned a little geography of smafl Mow Frntans w9
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